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10th March 2017 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 

Re: Year 5 visit to Affinity Water Centre in Bushey on: 
 Tuesday 25th April or Wednesday 26th April 

 
I am delighted to be writing to you about our next exciting “Wow” visit for children in year 5. This 
links to our unit of work based on the book “The Wreck of the Zanzibar” which is about the water 
cycle system. 
 
Every child in year 5 will take part in a visit on one of the above dates. All of the children in Banneker 
and Curie classes will go on Tuesday 25th, together with some children from Jenner class. They will be 
travelling by coach. On Wednesday 26th, the remainder of Jenner class and all of Marconi will be 
travelling in either a school mini-bus or staff car. 
 
In order to safe confusion, please note that if your child has a green letter then they are going on 
Tuesday and if they have a yellow letter they are going on the Wednesday.  By doing this, we have 
been able to reduce the cost of the visit for everybody. 
 
In each case, we will be spending the day at the Affinity Water Centre, where the children will have a 
tour of the water treatment works and get to take part in some river model work.  We will be leaving 
school at 9am and expect to return by 3.30pm. This will be a fun and informative way to introduce 
them to this unit of work. 
 
The children will also get the opportunity to win prizes by taking part in Affinity Water’s ‘light lunch’ 
challenge. The aim is to bring in a lunch box that has as little waste in it as possible. For more 
information, please see the attached information sheet. 
 
All children will require a healthy packed lunch for the day and the school kitchen are happy to 
provide a “Grab Bag”, packed lunch, for any child. Please complete the attached reply slip and return 
it to school by Wednesday 29th March, together with the consent form. 
 
In order to cover the cost of the coach and the activities at the venue we are asking all parents to 
please pay: 

£11 per child or £5.50 if your child is entitled to free school meals 
 
We would appreciate receiving your donation by Tuesday 18th April. We will send home further 
information about this visit after the Easter holiday. 
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As always, your support in this matter will be appreciated and if you have any queries or concerns 
please speak to your child’s class teacher or a member of the office staff. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
   
Mrs K Maxfield 
Trip Organiser 

 
 



Would ALL parents please complete the both forms and return to school by 
 Wednesday 29th March 

 
Consent form  

 
 
Child’s Name…………………………………………..……… in ……………………..……………..Class 
 
I give permission for my child to visit the Affinity Water Centre in Bushey, on either Tuesday 
25th or Wednesday 26th April.  I understand that the children will be travelling by coach, 
school mini-bus or staff car, leaving school at 9am and plan to arrive back before the end of 
school. 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………………………….Parent 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………… 
 
 

Re: Year 5 Visit to the Affinity Water Centre Tuesday 25th or Wednesday 26th April 
 

Child’s Name……………………………..……………………… in ……………….…………………………Class 
 
Please tick as appropriate: 
 
I shall provide a healthy packed lunch for my child    
 
I would like the school kitchen to provide a packed lunch           
 
 
 
Signed     ……………………………………..………..Parent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 



We invite you to a “light lunch” by taking part in the 

Affinity Water Education Centre  

LUNCHBOX CHALLENGE 
 

We challenge YOU to bring a lunch that leaves NO rubbish at all 

 
 

Do you know? 
 Most of our rubbish ends up in holes in the ground and is left to rot 

 We are running out of suitable sites for landfill 

 Plastic carrier bags can kill wildlife on land and in the sea 

 Each year in the UK we throw away over 30 million tonnes of household 

waste 

 A typical school throws away at least 3 tonnes of waste a year 

 About 75% of household waste could be reused, recycled or 

composted. 

 

Why do we challenge you about your waste? 
 Most of what we throw away is not waste at all but usable materials.  

Reusing, recycling and composting this “waste” rather than using raw 

materials can save money, energy, scarce resources and environmental 

damage.   

 Your visit is an ideal opportunity to introduce how easy it is to minimize 

the amount of rubbish we create everyday.  It might encourage the 

children to introduce a similar system back in school.   
 

What’s in it for YOU? 
 This is a good example of being able to “make a difference” 

 It is a practical example of good Citizenship 

 It will support Doorway 4 of the Sustainable Schools Framework 

 There are prizes to win! 

 

Certificates and Prizes 

 There are certificates for groups who achieve weights under key levels 

of rubbish. 

 There are prizes for „zero wasters, ie: all waste can be recycled. 

Have a go, give your packed lunches some thought and see how “light” you can 

make them.                    

Ideas and Helpful Hints 



Information to help you plan for a 

“LIGHT LUNCH” 
 

Containers:  Reusable ones are best e.g. lunch boxes 

Compostable ones are good e.g. paper bags 

  

Remember some foods come with their own packaging, e.g. bananas and oranges. 
 

Reduce - Bulk buying: 
 

Crisp packets are not yet recyclable so buying a large bag and taking a daily 

portion in a reusable container instead of buying lots of small bags will reduce 

the amount of waste.  The same applies for biscuits and other over-packaged 

foods. 
 

Reuse: 
 

The next option to reduce waste is to reuse - lots of containers are reusable,  

the children can separate these if you would like to take them back to school. 

 

Recycle:  
 

The final option is to recycle – we can recycle the following materials for you. 

  Paper     Cardboard 

  Foil     Drink cans 

  Plastic bottles    Plastics * 

Wax cartons 
 

*We can accept only those with the recyclable sign which is a triangle with  

numbers or letters.  They also have to be clean so we will ask the children to 

rinse them out. 
 

Compost: 
 

We can compost all raw fruit and vegetable leftovers. 
 

Warning  
 

Do not be fooled by the green dot sign which is a circle with two arrows curled 

within it. It just means a fee has been paid towards a recycling project.  It is 

found on both recyclable and non- recyclable materials 
 


